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 There are a number of reasons why I want to encourage you to partici-
pate in our congregation-wide Lenten study, “40 Days of Love.”  Somewhere 
at the top of that list would be the fact that this study will help us do what  
Jesus said is the most important thing for us to do: love God and love others. 
If that’s what Jesus commanded us to do, it would be a good thing to do it as 
well as we can. 

 Those of you who have already signed up and purchased your book 
may have already explored the contents and have an idea of what’s ahead for 
us. For those who haven’t yet decided you want in, here are the six weekly 
themes we will be exploring: 
 

 1.  Place the highest value on relationships  (Matthew 12:29-31) 

 2. Love as Jesus loves you  (John 13:34) 

 3. Communicate from the heart  (Matthew 12:34) 

 4. As you judge, you will be judged  (Matthew 7:1-2) 

 5. The greatest are the servants  (Matthew 23:11-12) 

 6. Treat others as you want them to treat you  (Luke 6:31) 
 

 Looks like there’ll be lots of good things for us to talk about! 
 

 Another reason to encourage you to get involved in the study is that 
we will be using these same themes as a basis for our worship experience 
each of the Sundays in Lent. That will be a richer experience for you if you 
also read the book and are engaged with others in discussing it. (If you are not 
going to be part of a study group, your second best option is to read the book 
anyway.) 

 Jesus’ prayer for his disciples then and now was for us to experience 
the unity Jesus had with his Father in heaven. “May they experience such 
perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love 
them as much as you love me.” (John 17:23)  We will be drawn together into 
a stronger bond of community when our heads and hearts are focused on the 
same things. It just happens when we learn and grow together.   

 My last reason for encouraging you to participate is related to the pre-
vious one. (There are more reasons and this is not the least important one.) 
Many of us don’t really know each other. You may actually meet some people 
for the first time. Guaranteed: you will get to know some people better than 
you already know them.  And that is always a good thing! 

        

Pastor Jeff 
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 Lovena M. is one of our newest members 
even though she will be 88 yrs old in March.  
Lovena’s earliest years of life were spent in a 
farmhouse 6 miles north of New Castle.   Her 
school years were in Antlers—attending the coun-
try school 1st through 8th grades and then Rifle 
High School.  She then married & later moved 
with her husband & 4 young children to Fruita, 
but her husband died just a year later in 1950, so 
she moved back to Antlers to have the help of her 
parents as she worked—doing anything she 
could…mail carrier, waiting tables, & trained to 
be a hairdresser, which she did for 30 yrs. 

 Lovena has lived in GJ the past 18 
years—moved here since her 2 daughters, Chris 
and Carol, were here.  Chris has since moved to 
Moab, but Carol is still here and is a member of 
MPC (which is why Lovena decided to join, as 
well).  Lovena also has 2 sons, Jim, who now 
lives in Arizona; and Jerry, who has passed away.  
Lovena has 6 grandkids and 8 great-grandkids, 
several of whom live close by, which is special 
for her. 

 We’re glad Lovena is a part of our MPC 
family, even though it’s difficult for her to get 
out.  Members of our church enjoy visiting her.  
In “her day” Lovena enjoyed playing baseball (in 
their country high school the boys let 3 girls on 
the team since they could use more players).  She 
still follows the Rockies.  Other hobbies included 
playing in a kitchen band with 10 women for 10 
years (even played for 2,500 people at a conven-
tion in Las Vegas) & she greatly en-
joyed dancing as a favorite pastime. 

  

The Rodgers have been in GJ just 2 years since coming from Paonia where they were for 15 years.  Before 
that they came from San Diego, where they had been for 17 years.  Mr. Rodgers worked in construction—
custom tile--and is now retired.  They literally chose the CO town off a map—in order to rear their sons in a small 
town in the foothills of CO.  In Paonia they had 80 acres and cattle, as well as chickens and farmland.  Their son 
showed pigs in 4-H. 

 Now their sons are a reason for their move again—this time to GJ where their adult children now live.  
Their daughter-in-law, who is attending the parenting class and was wise to ask her mother-in-law to attend as well, 
so that they can be on the “same page” with caring for the kids.  They have grandchildren who are also now attend-
ing MPC & “love” the nursery! 

 When I asked Mrs. Rodgers how it was that she originally came to MPC she said it was through an MPC 
friend Jan G, who she first met at the Community Bible Study.  They later saw each other at Gold’s Gym and Mrs. 
Rodgers asked Jan G where she attended church (because in these 2 years they had not found a church home that 
was a good fit for them).  The rest is history….The Rodgers enjoy the worship services, particularly Jeff’s mes-
sages, since he preaches from the Bible.  She says Jeff is an “awesome pastor” and “everyone is so friendly,” which 
are the reasons she gave for staying and joining the church.  We are so happy to have the Rodgers come be a vital 
part of this fellowship we call Monument Presbyterian Church. 

 

 For a couple who grew up here and has 
now returned with their 2 year-old to be near both 

sets of grandparents, these 2 new members, the  Barretts, 
have sure gotten around the country! 

 They met in 1st grade, but didn’t begin dating until 
their senior year of high school at Fruita Monument.  They 
were then off to different undergraduate schools.  Mrs. Bar-
rett attended Pepperdine (southern California) & Mr. Barrett 
attended Berkley (the Bay area), so they only saw one an-
other about once a month. 

 After college it was graduate school for Mrs. Barrett 
in Educational Technology at Arizona State University and 
the Marines for Mr. Barrett, where he was stationed in Ha-
waii.  He served as a platoon commander and did security 
work both in Okinawa and the Gulf. 

 The 2 married and then lived for a short stint in Vir-
ginia, since Mr. Barrett was beginning law school at George 
Washington University, but later transferred to Yale for law 
school, so they’ve most recently come from Connecticut.  At 
that time Mrs. Barrett worked as a school librarian 

 Since then, Mr. Barrett bought his dad’s construction 
company that does work all over the country in stabilizing 
landslides.  His work has him traveling about half the time, 
which actually has him home even more with his 2 year-old, 
son than if he were working in some office in Manhattan! 

 The family enjoys the outdoors, gardening (lots of 
tomatoes), and raising chickens.  They also hope to raise pig-
lets this Spring!  Another hobby is antique map collecting. 

 When asked how they happened to come to MPC…
the answer was because they lived close by and have had 
some Presbyterian connections in their past. 

We are so happy to have the Barretts join this church family, 
and we look forward to watching their son grow up here!  

Welcome To Our New Members! 
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    Snow Bunnies?  Our Pairs and Spares fellowship group                                             
 will meet for the February meeting on Friday,  February 26.                                                     
   We will be driving to the Grand Mesa for lunch and either                                                 
  snow shoeing or cross country skiing for those hardy souls                                                     
  who want to try it.  Plans call for assembling on the parking                                                  
 lot of the Horizon Drive Safeway at 9:30 AM. We will then                                                     
    car pool to Mesa Lakes Lodge and do a brief venture into                                  
             the snow near the Lodge.  Snow shoes and cross                                                         
            country skis are available for rent or bring your                                                           
            own.  Those who don't want to try the outdoor                                                           
                    activities may want to huddle by the                                                                     
                  fireplace and enjoy games or conversation.                                                             
                      We will join together for lunch in the                                     
               restaurant, then return to town mid-                                                                 
                             afternoon.  Pairs and Spares                                                                          
                        welcomes anyone who                                                                             
                                     likes fellowship and                                                
              food with nice folks                                                                             
                from the church                                                                                
         and commu-                                                                                               

    nity.  

       The Monumental Women's Book Club    
  will meet Mon evening, February 22nd  at 7 
    p.m. at the home of Carole J,  The book for 
     the month will be "Cane River" by Lalita    
                     Tademy and may be                     
                   purchased at Barnes &                  
                        Noble Book Store.                   
               New ladies are                        
                     always                                 
        welcome! 

                  Hilltop Community Resources,      
    Latimer House would like to  take 
 this opportunity to thank you for your 
     donation to support our Domestic    
        Violence Program.                      
           Thank you,    
               Latimer House Staff 

               Dig out your old leather jacket and   
  roll up your pants!  Join us for a 50’s 
       Sock Hop / Potluck / Ice Cream    
      Social on February 20th at 5:30    
           p.m.  Bring your favorite              
                 dish for the potluck                   
         and be ready to                   
             dance the                         
                           night                            
      away! 

                  GREETERS NEEDED                   
         Be the first to greet our                               
    congregation and guests on            
              Sunday  mornings.                                                  
       Please sign up at the Oppor-              
        tunities Table.  A list for the 
           entire year is needing to                
             be filled in. Thanking           
                 you in advance -                   
        The Welcome                    
   Team. 

     To our MPC family:  We wish to express 
 our deepest appreciation for all of your love and 
 prayers during these last few months. Your kind
 ness and support is what this Church family is all 
    about. It was comforting to know that we had 
        someone to lean on. As a family we will           
          continue in our faith knowing that God            
  will always be with us in our hour                           
      of need.                                            
                               Thank You &                   
         God Bless you all. 

               Blake, Cleveringa                            
                     and Raney                                 
             Families 
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Jeff Harmeling, Pastor  

 Following Jesus, we discover and enjoy God’s love together. 

There is no better teacher                                              
when it comes to the subject of LOVE than Jesus! 

 

What would you give to radically improve, even transform, what 
matters most in your relationships? How about forty days of your time? 

 In 40 days, bring new depth and health to your marriage, your family & 
your friendships.  In 6 weeks you'll explore and implement 6 foundational princi-
ples that Jesus taught and lived.  You'll be equipped with insights and a practical 
path for fulfilling God's intention for your relationships - even the difficult ones. 

Who:  You, your children, the entire congregation and friends you invite. 

What:   6 week Lent study on Love, with the whole congregation, called                     
  "The Relationship Principles of Jesus".                                                                           

 Messages on Sundays by Pastor Jeff will go along with the study. 

Where:  Three choices:  1) Sunday mornings during Sunday School hour  
 2) Tuesday nights 7:00 at the church with Steve and Jan Gammill 

 3) Thursday nights 7:00 at Jeff and Mary Harmeling's house. 

When:   February 14th - March 21st 

 

Books for the study will be available after church each week                                         
for just $10 per family 

Please join us for this great learning experience! 

2010 Communion 
Schedule 

 

February 7 
 

March 7 

March 26                              
(Good Friday)       

 

May 2 
 

June 6 
 

August 1 
 

September 5 
 

October 3 
 

November 7 or 21                      
(to be determined) 


